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The Bhagavadgita which forms part of the Bhisma parva of the Mahabharata is the most
popular religious poem of Sanskrit literature. It is said to be the most beautiful perhaps the
only true philosophical song existing in any known tongue. (Indian Philosophy, Vol. |, pp
519)
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The Bhakti is applicable as a native fact which was quite capable of realizing itself in India
as it has done elsewhere in its own time & independently of all Christian influence.

(Religions of India, pp 221).
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The Vedic Aryans tried to please Visnu and other gods by means of sacrifice, but this
sacrificial religion was fundamentally different from the later religion characterized by
Bhakti(devotion of a faithful to God) and Prasada(God’s grace to the faithful). We have
reason to believe that the conception of devotion and grace was borrowed from non-Aryan
religious thought. [Early History of Vaispavism in Cultural Heritage of India, Vol. IV, pp
111]

[61]




feEfaua U Aiday wRbaes  JeerAqfeddd Wioe:
AN AT I GARTHAd AN aed Uid 9fh: Iwanfed st
‘FIeaR USH a7 319+ fd fth: Tenfed grel «ersi-ah ueeare |

ES DI 1) b S | e e = ) 1 oA 1 S 2 o e/ s e | L S | e o Ee R B
A A-FER-dadHRyd  FauSy #Hd: "e  <al

D

[N

fifeoduas @afid: Fawee qfhdasd Jomdl At Iurdes -—daHl
TAEUU- & YA wafy aedse (7 §. »/2/R) & a1 g ftad a5
geaifd- W T fidd gaass guEear 99 (B §. 2/2/R)| STEUEHTR
A -TARAN=sd— 3rdl T TN dia T8 8 fa=msaq / 3% swigd i

gEa R IYUaN R (B H. ¢/’2/R) ; SUHH-H@T I5od:
e aATIuRyTRaItEd arafd- gy ¥ 99 TR a9 T
JATSATT 9 (F H. &/¥U/RE)| TGeddy IUEH-AAT fOar 3 ar
YTAT&UT YiAATfd— 3q a1 fUarfe 7 3q 9rdid 9: §@r (F §. 20/2¢&/R)
s fafaer—m=3: <oqar TeumEmE T fifteu-dusl eafia:, aasfe-
AT Ta - AE TR & T gfige:| FgA=: aihaeed g S s

N N ~

TN dF  ARPACEIAY ST —d@s UHEWEl "gihdsd 3
AT
Jufisle FEENE  gremefld 9fkarer  Adfém afkaewmged
SUSET T AT~ Yo d—RRUTEHEN d fa S r-HaH| WS-
el T A= -

There is to be observed here one special characteristic of the Bhakti School, and that is that

all the devotees meet together, enlighten each other as to the nature of God, and contribute
by discourses on him to each others elevation and gratification. This is almost a

characteristic mark of Bhaktas as distinguished from the Yogin, Who have to go through
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their exercises singly and in solitude. [Vaisnavism, saivism and minor religious systems, pp
28]
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In religion we find a clean departure from the Vedic worship consisting of prayer and

sacrifice to image-worship and Bhakti. The ethics of Puranas is not different from the

traditional one. (Indian Philosophy, Vol. 11, pp 664).
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In tha Bhagavata Bhakti is a surging emotion which thrills the whole frame, chokes speech,
and leads to trance. The Bhagavata is indifferent to sacrificial observances and declares that
we must love God for his own sake and not for any reward. It admits that union with God is
open to any individual, if he cares fot it. He can obtain it through bhakti, but the soul who
remains ever distinct from God he worships is happier than one who becomes absorbed in
God. (Indian Philosophy, Vol. 11, pp 706-707).

WibaTeH USRIl Too A -HYSRMT W@l o Aeeaa Seuiaq]
fhdas TOR TER ¥  UoolA-HUSHRTd T ua i sTatenrd ;|
T 3TET A qibHadia 3729 2wz aaThH

[68]




T FAdEHaEAT TS|
R T fouar v @y & g1 gf
TS FRUTTIA—ed dagmie < feerfadr-

TR UEITHTHICAT Sfoh T ST |

aHAOEAr ¥ 9afd T

RO R .. 1126 2
IR TR AD—YONA—dwd UM &t SR s
gl gwwERaAl ih-Ves  TeydeuiAny  reHied-
RraTE-Ears fefad) Aft-TTeame s 6@ Targs-ey aRefaaw
SIS Afth: ArIAaAaRs Twersfen-

IS AfhERST awEe fagya:|

AT T AR 2’ 3

JEGIEE Al TA-FURAY S qar: Ueg™ yRur 7 ey

TLTHWT T4 TSN YROT Efeersra: 128 2l

TUTVRTaRUA Ihl 9 s efue o yreAdicgaar  sfRrer—yrar=

TGS S <~

YT zarung Wbt Wi Wi = Tfd &=

YT eaNUHg &rad gi: TeHI® il

TS TR YT STfHfEa -

Ty f2 Freurer ey f2 dwura: 2 sf

[69]




THTeTd  TEURYEAT Sl §gdal ¥ 4RI IRGueoiE

HIeel T & AT H -

Ueh UT ST TEEAEE] vIfhie:|

Y Y
AT At HeblJ e hlHITI

AEATHATNS &0 90 T4 g1l 3l
TreaggRaat ddrguiiear afkare: gafiia: 9fkld ywame-oet gt

AWl a o

Mg TaNE-g< 9 Feholg—gH&d Fdfdmr-Rdr Eareaiid
tifdame Arugsad| ffder—aarron e —au:Fsr-framt Tuaaer 99 9fs:)
FATERONTG —fohardT YSfeT b T Uit Jwersfene fafAuffas-

oC N

R 9 IEA=rsqeas HHum|

C A AW o
hHATSHTH: F[SEAUTHE: Tsh Ll

A AT deadl S a=ag:|

HREHTAT dvd ®U FEI a1 FIfgar{I®! i

WhhaeH IUER  SIeI- IRATS R AR - - Th-HUeas  AeAa:
Ui ER-HUSEE vt dwEdfy  desaeydl T dwr-
AYSEAIRT —<adl U9 arged: Siwr:| araureffeerdr et e amaar
e HfM: IeEr: foad aifferwmmr fafmr grfdsremeer wew-
HTHAHAT-HTHH AHN  SUT | S77EMad -l - -
e - TEIET Wfth: Tsaed) aeded— TR - AT aR e Aftseg f3em
T AT Hifdeur Wb Jrer 9 Hiia - ard|

o h <

SIS STIHYIaTET: Vurel ST -y vlaehrer:  Eifohad| vie=nd -
Hudradare wibaewr uRuwfifd Reu=m wwaafEday seig safes

\

[70]




frfoefl =it sRade-Tv e goa-ufuE-da@q Ugae] adae 0@
Yithdasd o Wbl wargfd samer fifdewr afes w@ifead T

\

o\ A

yiRTa -UfafEdradare T Wibaesd Yo Wifeiigaiud TEH = -

AW

FUAI e FadaRAThdrad T areaw) Iq: MU e Teaagarm

g./

9

S FEGAE IR WA Vo0l Hadl S -qodHgihed MHae- T
b -yfteEgey # 3f e wieAfETesH-SesEETa-
BUUNTHEATG, Aref—ATeHe 767 Mo HUTRamfd | agaeg Serduerar
TS YrETREER AR YT aner  aihaee el
TASSHA] T A -V G| Tafd e §Hd AT Hed—
Foea-rariarammiauta:  afkare:  grufifte:) aremvenr wefi-
AU T~ FEGART ARhATGHATORI e dedaeelfuaw| qaldramdii e <l
JATRATT AfPSTEd—ad-YETad—samdaeeuur TR | Sadmad aRbamer
IEAET HUSI-TqEIET JARYI@T AoTd| diadd - g Jurd
AT EHAATE | FOTUTEATAT: TT T hMOTEar: TSl -Tan-gaat wibaa
EF IUELHE THN e —aqegeae - fawd gyieisAl—g—WeTyr:

ERRE

Whatever justification is offered by these schools of its ultimate philosophical position,
subsequent history of Vaisnavism as a religious persuation follows the lines of worshipping
God as a person and through symbols and manifestations. (Early History of the Vaisnava
Faith and Movement in Bengal, pp 4-5).
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For Ramanuja there is no jivanmukti. One attains to fellowship with God after exhausting
all karma and throwing off the physical body. In the state of release the souls are all of the
same type. There are no distinctions there of gods, men, animals and plants. In the world of
Samsara those distinctions have a meaning. It is the connection with matter that gives
uniqueness to the soul. But the souls can get rid of this connection, which is not a natural
one. It follows that the individuality determined by bodily connections is not eternal, when
it is shattered the soul is said to attain the nature of Brahman and manifest its own true
nature. It does not develop any new character. (Indian Philosophy, Vol. 11, pp 710).
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Strictly speaking, the religion of bhakti or devotion and prapatti or submission, requires no
priest, for the offering of love does not need the sanction of the scripture, and the grace of
God is not in the keeping of any man, For one who is deep in devotion there is neither
scripture nor rule, Ramanuja preaches equality in worship and proclaims that bhakti
transcends all caste distinctions. (Indian Philosophy, Vol. I1, pp. 708).
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Unlike a Madhva ascetic, Madhavendra appears to have been a devotee of great emotional
capacity, Who must have, before Caitanya, imparted a new spirit to the somber and
forbidding aspects of asceticism and who probably cared more for actual devotional fervour
than for the teaching of dry doctrines. (Vaiszava Faith and Movement in Bengal, pp24).
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Long before Caitanya, the melodious padavalis of Jayadeva in Sanskrit and the songs of
Candidasa in Bengali had also popularized the Radha-Krsna cult with their largess of
Vaisnava devotional sentiments. Even if Caitanya’s religious personality started a new
movement or gave a new interpretation to an old faith, his affiliation to the whole trend of
Vaisnava tradition of the past cannot be doubted, and it’s influence on him must have been

varied and abundant. (Early History of the Vaisnava faith and Movement in Bengal, pp-1).
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So the terms ‘sattva, rajas and tamas’ are employed to mark predominant aspects rather than
exclusive characters. Though the gunas work together for the production of the world of
effects, still they never coalesce. They are modified by mutual influence on one another or
by their proximity. They evolve, join and separate. No one loses its power, though the others

may be actively at work. (Indian Philosophy, Vol.ll, PP. 265)
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A leading form of reaction against Samkara’s Advaitism is the dualistic philosophy
associated with the name of Madhva, which has many points in common with Ramanuja’s
view of reality. Madhva stands out for unqualified dualism and insists on the five great
distinctions of God and the individual soul, God and matter, one soul and another, and one
part of matter and another. (Indian Philosophy, Vol. 11, pp 738).
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It is only through devotion(bhakti) that there can be liberation; even the emancipated enjoy
the eternal flow of pleasure through devotion; bhakti, or devotion, is here defined as an
affection with the full consciousness of the greatness of the object of devotion, and it is
regarded as the universal solvent. Even the performance of all religious duties cannot save
aman from hell, but bhakti can save a man even if he commits the worst sin. Without bhakti
even the best religious performances turn into sin, and with bhakti even the worst sin do not
affect a man. God is pleased only with bhakti and nothing else, and He alone can give
salvation. (A History of Indian Philosophy, Vol. 1V, pp 58)
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